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specimens of Helops aereus began to move about on the cards, trying to 
free-their legs from the nearly dry shellac. Some chloroform poured into 
the box helped the poor creatures into a better existenee. This tenacity of 
life is remarkable, as none of the other beetles, after having been in the 
alcohol for some three hours, were found to be alive. There must be. a sort 
of respiratory receptacle under the elytra, analogous to that of certain 
water-beetles. C. F. Gissler, Brooklyn, N. Y., May 7th, 1876. 
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$ 12. Norzs on tHE Wuitr Mountain Fauna. One 
of the characteristic features of this fauna, at the time of the 
meeting, was the abundance of the fly known as Simulium mo- 
lestum. It was not known to any of the members present 
whether the bloodthirsty propensities of the species were mani- 
fested by the females alone or by both sexes indifferently; but 
the opinion expressed by one of the members was that the fe- 
males alone drew blood, and that the males were not of frequent 
occurrence. 

Syrphus torvus was noticed to be extremely abundant, a cir- 
cumstance which the writer suggested might have some con- 
nection with the equal or greater abundance, especially at an 
earlicr period, of a species of plant-louse (Aphis ?), which in- 
fested the branches of birch-trees, and, according to the report 
of one of the members, who had been on the mountain earlier 


